The paper deals with English and Chhulung * tense and aspect systems. Tense and aspect are important components in grammar of any language. This paper focuses on the differences between English and Chhulung tense and aspect systems and analyzes the EFL problems of Chhulung learners of English in learning English tense and aspect.
Chhulung, tense is most often associated with the verbal word and in most of the isolating languages, tense is associated with the verbal phrases and tense is marked lexically, morphologically and analytically. Following examples of Englis make it clear that English tense is marked lexically, morphologically and analytically.
The Difference between English and Chhulung tense system
In this section, English and Chhulung tense systems are described first and then difficult area is discussed where the Chhulung learnders find it difficult learn English tense.
English tense system
English tense is not very much complex construction which can be expressed lexically, morphologically and analytically. The following examples make it clear.
1. go > went = lexical (past). 2. a. play > play-ed = morphological (past). b. plays > play-s = morphological (present). 3. write > will write = analytic (future).
Three dimensions of time are expressed by two tenses in English, namely past and non-past. They can be shown in a formulaic way in the following figure. In this way, past is expressed both lexically and morphologically, present is expressed morphologically and future is expressed analytically. They can be illustrated by the following examples. 4. They played football (past through morphologically). 5. They went home yesterday (past through lexically).
6. I write a poem (non-past expressing present through unmarked). 7. He writes a poem (non-past expressing present through morphologically). 8. He goes to Kathmandu tomorrow (nonpast expressing future through adverb). 9. He will go to Kathmandu (expressing future through pure model verb). 10. He is going to go to Kathmandu (expressing future through semimodel verb). 11. He is moving to the UK this winter (expressing future through present progressive) 12. The PM is about to come in Hile (expressing future through 'be about to+v'). 13. You are to stay here until 12 o' clock (expressing future through 'be to+v').
Chhulung tense system
Like English, tense in Chhulung is also categorized into past and non-past. There is no future tense in Chhulung. Both past and non-past are expressed through the inflctions in the verbs but there are some differences between English and Chhulung tense system. In Chhulung, past tense refers to the past action or event which is expressed by some morpheme attaching in the verb root as suffix. (Limbu, 2012, p. 25 Though English and Chhulung have two types of tenses, namely past and non-past, there are some differences in constructions. English tense is expressed lexically [e.g. go= went, put=put], morphologically [e.g. <-ed>, <-s/-es>] and analytically [e.g. will] whereas Chhulung tense is expressed only morphologically but there are many morphemes which express the past and present/future action. The morphemes like <-e>,<-a>,<-hẽ> express the past action and the morphemes like <-a>,<-k>, <-nu> express the present/future action. In English, there are different constructions to express the future action. For examples, they are analytic construction [will] and other types of many constructions [e.g. be going to, be about to, etc.] to express the future action whereas in Chhulung, there is the same construction to express the present and future action some particular time adverbials which show the future are required to express the future action.
The difference between English and Chhulung aspect
In this section, aspect system found in both English and Chhulung is described and difficult areas for the Chhulung learners is also discussed.
English aspect
In English, there are only two aspects, viz. perfect aspect and progressive aspect which are represented in the verbs. Two aspects are expressed through auxiliary verbs and the form of main verbs. The progressive aspect which represents ongoing action is structured with be+present participle (-ing) and the perfect aspect which represents action that is complete is constructed with have+past participle (-ed/-en 
Chhulung aspect
Chhulung has two aspects which are perfect and progressive. They are described as follows.
Perfect
Perfect aspect is categorized into two types on the basis of time dimension which are past perfect and present perfect. In Chhulung, past perfect is constructed through complex structure. For past perfective, the present perfect marker <-aŋs>, past tense marker <-a> and possessive marker <-ba> are suffixed to the verb stem gradually and main verb is followed by the past form of copula <yuwakte> as shown in the following examples. 
a. ga imsaŋsaba yuwakte

Progressive aspect
Progressive aspect refers to the the an ongoing action of verb in Chhulung which can be categorized int two as past progressive and present progressive in terms of time dimension. They are described below.
In Chhulung, the morpheme <-akt> refers to past progressive aspect which attachs to the verb stem immediately and it is followed by tense and other markers. It is illustrated with the following examples.
a. ga cuwa thuŋaktaŋhẽ
ga cuwa thuŋ-akt-a-ŋ-hẽ 1SG water drink-PROG-PST-1A-PST I was drinking water. b. gaa cithi chaptaktaŋhẽ ga-a cithi chapt-akt-a-ŋ-hẽ 1SG-ERG letter writePROG-PST-1A-PST I was writing a letter. Similarly, there are two suffixes <-ye> and <-et> to represent the present progressive aspect. The suffix <-ye> occurs with intransitive and <-et> occurs with the transitive. The following examples make them clear. 
Similarities and differences between English and Chhulung aspect
In both languages, there are two types of aspect, namely perfect and progressive but they are different in their constructions. An auxiliary verb and a main verb come together to express an aspect in English. The progressive aspect which represents ongoing action is structured with be+present participle (-ing) and a copula BE verb plays a key role to express three dimensions of time. Similarly, the perfect aspect which represents an action that is complete is constructed with have+past participle (-ed/-en) and an auxiliary verb [HAVE] plays a key role to express different three dimensions of time. On the contrary, an aspect in Chhulung is only morphologically marked except past perfect. There are several morphemes to express an aspect. The morphemes like [<-akt>, <-ye>, <-et>] express the progressive aspect. Similarly, the morpheme like [<-aŋs>] expresses non-past perfect aspect and the construction like [<-aŋs-a-ba yuwakte>] express the past perfect aspect.
Aquisition problems that Chhulung learner as EFL students have
The construction of the tense and aspect in Chhulung and English are totally different but in both of languages, tense and aspect are expressed through the verb inflections. There are some acquisitonal problems for Chhulung learners as EFL students. They are as follows:
• There are differnt types of consturction of tense in English. They are lexical, morphological and analytic. In Chhulung, there is only one morphological construction to express the tense. Chhulung learners find it difficult to use of lexical construction such as go = went, is = was etc. Similarly, they find it difficult to use non-past tense when they express the present action through present tense since some subjects such as [I, We, You, They] take a bare verb form in which inflection is unmarked and some subjects such as [he, she, it] take inflected verbs ending with either <-s> or <-es>. So, they find it difficult to use the alternations of the verb inflections. Similarly, they find it difficult to use the analytic constrution to express the future action. So, these construction should be paid attention towards while teaching English tenses to Chhulung learners.
• In English, future tense is expressed through many types of constructions like pure model verb 'will', 'going to +v', 'be about to+v' and 'be to+v'. In Chhulung, there is no syntax or inflection to express future tense which is done by using some time adverbials in the present tense. So, Chhulung learners of English find it difficult to express the future action by using correct syntax, verb forms and verb inflections. For example, pure modal verbs 'will' and 'be going to+v' are used to express the future action or event but the former is used to express just probable occurence in future time and the latter is used to express planned activity in future time.
In this way, Chhulung learners are not able to make distinction between two concepts of expressing future action or event in future time.
• In Chhulung, tense and aspect can intersect like in English but perfect and progressive aspects do not intersect like they do in English. Consequently, Chhulung learners find it difficult to use the perfect progressive tense expressing past, present and future.
• In English, aspect is expressed through auxiliary verbs and the form of main verbs. The structure of aspect is more complex in comparison to the structure of Chhulung aspect. In English, perfect is constructed through 'have+past participle' and progressive is constructed through 'be+present participle'. In Chhulung, there are some bound morphemes attached to the main verb which express the both perfect and progressive aspect. These bound morphemes expressing perfect and progressive are influenced by only person marker of subject. So, Chhulung learners find the construction of aspect difficult to use while acquiring the English aspect.
• English has 12 tenses altogether whereas Chhulung has only 6 tenses. At least 12 structures are necessary in English to express the tense and aspect for past, present and future action or event but in Chhulung, there are only 6 structures to express the tense and aspect. There are many structures used to express tenses and aspects in English in comparison to Chhulung. So, Chhulung learners find it difficult to use the tense and aspect correctly. They can face problems especially in the use of future and perfect progressive tenses which are not found in Chhulung.
Conclusion: some pedagogical activities.
It is challenging to teach English to EFL students. In Nepal, there are no required materials and effective training for teachers to teach English as EFL. To overcome the English tense and aspect system, some pedagogical activities can be conducted as described below. To develop the students' proficiency in tenses and aspects in English, some activities can be adopted. These activities are based on Cowan (2009, p. 385-387 
